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Congratulations! on being admitted to the Academy for Advanced learning at Theodore Judah!  
While some of you are familiar with the program and others are new to our school community, I 
welcome you all! 
 
We are facing such unusual circumstances right now, with school buildings closed and learning 
happening at home.  I don’t know what school will be like in the fall, but we are committed to 
providing your student with a vibrant, loving, challenging learning environment regardless of 
what that looks like!  The overview provided by the teachers assumes we are back at school full 
day.  If we need to modify our schedule, we will do that along with the entire district.  We will 
contact you as information becomes available. 
 
You are not just joining the Academy; you are becoming a part of the Theodore Judah 
Elementary School community.  We are proud Cougars and enjoy a great spirit that includes all 
students at our school.  I encourage you to get involved, join PTO, and become a school 
volunteer. 
 
Also, since most of you do not live within walking distance of our school, I remind you that 
traffic getting to and from Theodore Judah is considerable.  Please plan ahead and give yourself 
plenty of time to wait your turn in the drop-off line.  We cannot allow parents to drop-off in the 
street along Dean Way.  It blocks traffic, is unsafe to students walking to school, and is against 
traffic laws.  My advice is to carpool and/or plan to drop-off around 8:00-8:10 when there is no 
traffic and we have supervision for the students.  Doing that will help everyone stay safe and 
happy! 
 
Finally, as you think about starting at the Academy, I want to emphasize with each of you that 
your child is clearly bright and academically accomplished but they are also very young.  Please, 
please do not push them too hard.  Children learn at different paces and in different ways.  We 
assessed all the applicants and found strengths in each one.  Let our teachers guide and support 
your child as they learn and grow.  Don’t expect perfection in all their work.  Instead, ask them 
about what they are learning; encourage them to take academic risks; reward their willingness to 
try hard things.  I recommend the book, Mindset: A New Psychology of Success by Carol 
Dweck. She explains that caring more about grades and scores over learning and growth can 
actually keep our children from reaching their fullest potential.  We certainly don’t want to do 
that! 
 
So again, CONGRATULATIONS!  Your child is beginning a wonderful journey and we are 
excited that you are joining the Theodore Judah family! 
 
Warmly, 
 
 
Carole Vargas 
Principal  


